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The proposal to establish an Anglo-Egyptian 
Resettlement Board is being considered at a Ministerial 
Sub-committee this evening attended by Mr. Ross 
(representing Lord Gosford). This brief has to be 
written without knowledge of the conclusions of this 
meeting which is now taking place. 

We should welcome the establishment of the new 
Board. The Anglo-Egyptian Aid Society has done its best. 
But it is not really cut out for handling large sums. 

And it hes had the misfortune of being tied to National 


Assistance Board relief scales. If the new Board is 


be substantial. 

Even with the increased scales (£6 a week per single 
men, etc.) approved by the Home Affairs Committee, the 
relief bill for refugees from Egypt will not exceed 
£100,000 (the amount of the grant originally announced) 
in the present financial year. Of this sum only about 
£36,000 represents new money which the N.A.B. was not 
authorised to spend anyhow. 

The Home Secretary's proposals to the Home Affairs 
Committee desl merely with improved arrangements for 
relief. They ere unlikely to satisfy the most clamant 
section of the refugees, who are the better-off, and who 


seek compensation for their losses, or advances from 


a agsinst the security of their assets in Egypt, 


fe) ‘their claims against the Egyptian Government. While 
any question of “compensation” in advance of proved loss 


/ raises 


raises insuperable difficulties, it seems possible 
thet, if Treasury opposition were withdrawn, 4 system 


of edvances could be devised without impairing H.M.G.'s 


juridical position or accepting eventual responsibility 


for settling claims. 
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The Home Secretary said in Cabinet 


Top Sectfet. 
eo% Fins San 25 : 
| eevee ae yesterday (CC (57) 4th Conclusions Item 2a) 


sa tae that consideration would now need to be given 
Open. 
to the longer term problems of the British 
Draft. THG/30.1 
refugees from Egypt, and in particular to the 
letter to 
question of compensating t hose who were 
Chancellor of 
the Exchequer entitled to pensions or had other financial 


from claims on the Egyptian Government. I consider 
Foreign it essential that something definite should be 
Secretary 
said on these points in the statement which, 
as recorded in peragraph (3) of the Cabinet 


Conclusion, the Prime Minister is to make in 


the House of Commons next week. 
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? etary’ 
ery co al OPtesir and equitable treatment to individuals. 


The problem as I see it is one of ensuring 


I believe that, both in equity and in ord@er to 
avoid serious political criticism, the 
Copies to:- 
Government should adopt a constructive and 
Home Secretary 
Minister of generous approach to two categories, namely the 
Labour 
Minister of British pensioners of the Egyptian Government, 
Pensions 
Vb HAH, feck and those individual British subjects who, as 
Lay Pd Bids . @ consequence of the action which H.M.G. felt 
obliged to take against Egypt , now find 
themselves in this country having had their 
entire possessions, homes, furniture, 
(p) businesses and funds sequestrated. 
Ps oe I am not concerned at this stage with 
United Kingdomfirms whose assets, plant etc. 
have been sequestrated, nor with the holders 
of Egyptian commercial debts. The immediate 
problem is the human one. 
lh. The essence of what I have to propose 
sbout these two categories is as follows. 


/ The 


The pensioners are elderly, respectable 
people who have been living modestly on 
fixed incomes. They were appointed many 
years ago by or on behalf of H.M.G., in the 
days when we ran Egypt. Though their 
employment was with the Egyptian Government, 
who paid them, and we must eventually look 
to the Egyptians to mske good their obligatian, 
these people have a strong moral claim on us 
in their present plight. I propose that 
H.M.G. should now agree to make advances to 
the pensioners against written undertakings 
to reimburse-H.M. Government either out of 
any payments they may receive when pensions 
-are resumed, or out of the proceeds of any 
Claim relating to the witholding of these 
pensions. 

5. In the case of the other dispossessed 
inaivaners (who include not merely the 
direct expellees, but also those who left 
Egypt during the summer in response to our 
warnings, leaving most of their possessions 
behind), I propose a similar system of 
advances against undertakings to reimburse 
either out of any property eventually 
recovered: from the Egyptian Government or 


out of the proceeds of any claim relating to 


> such property. {I would readily egree that HO\ axe 
1*PF 


any advance made should be on the pasis of 

proved need, within a fixed upper limit, 
ad YVse-ro ; 

and that tey should generally be in 

proportion to the value of the property 

sequestrated. The machinery for making 

these advances could be built into the 


/ proposed 
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Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 


Restricted. 


‘Open. 


proposed Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board 

when it is esteblished. 

6. It does not appear to me that these 
arrangements could be criticised as involving 

the acceptance of responsibility for acts of 

the Egyptian Government. The advances would be 
meade expressly wainst the security of property 
in Egypt, or claims therefor, they would be 
subject to undertaking to repay, and there would 
be no admission of responsibility on the part 

of H.M.G. since the advances would be made 
expressly as an act of grace. 

ts I suggest that these proposals should be 
discussed urgently between officials and that 
the outline of a scheme should be ready in 
advance of the Prime Minister's statement next 
week, so that he can make an appropriate 
reference to it in whet he says. 

8. I am sending copies of this letter to the 
Home Secretary, the Minister of Labour and the 


Minister of Pensions. 
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Tne Home secretary e214 in Cabinet on 
January 29 (C.C.(57)4ta ‘one lusions Ttem 2a) that 
consider: “tion woule now need to be given to the 
longer tern } probles ns of the British reiugess from 
Egypt, and in art iceulé r to the question of 
compens: ting those who were entitled to pensions 
or had other fins me ia L claime on yp ee 
Government. 1 consider it essentl hi 
some wages Pe definite should be said — these po hg 
in the tenent which, as recorded in PAPE Ere 
(3) of the Cebine t. Conel SiON, the -rime | inister 
is to make in the House of Commons next week, 


The problem es I see it ie one of ensuring 
fair and equitebdle trestae: iG to individuals, 
I believe thst, Doth in equity anc in order to 
aveid serious p olitical criticia m, the Government 
shnonid adopt : * Gt nstruetive and generous spproach 
LO twh OG U8 SOL iss ‘9 name 1: Uhie I it} Sn pone ners 
of the Ugyptian a Coverament, ex] tiose individuel 
Britich subjects wid, 28 & consequence of the 
ection w! nich ler Majesty's Government felt obliged 
to take against ay; hy now find thems elves in 
thie country hevine had their entire poss 
homes, furniture, busines ses end funds sec noeateeted, 


I em not concerned at thie stege with United 
Kinesdom firms whose essets, plant ey heave been 
SOQgw uestra ted, nor th the 0 olders laf} tian 

/coumercial 


The xt. Hon. Peter Thoraeycroft, M 


commercial debts, The imnediete problem is the 
hummel One. 


The essence of what I have to propose ebout 
these two categories is as follows, ‘he pensioners 
are elderly, respectable people who heve been 
living modestly on fixed incomes, They were 
appointed many years «go Oy or on behalf of Her 
Majesty's Government, ia tae days wuen wo Trial Sgypte 
Though their employnent was with the Ceyptian 
Government, who paid then, «nd we must eventuall 
look to the isyptians to make good their obligation, 
these people have a strong moral cloim on us in their 
presen plight. i propose that Her Majesty's 
‘everament suculd now agree to make advances to the 
pensioners against written underte kines to reimburse 
Her Majosty's Governzent cither cul 04 ony payments 
they may xroceive when pensions are resumed, oF out 
of the proceeds of any claim relating to the 
withholding of these pensions, 


In the case of the other dispossessed individuals 

(who inelude not. merely the direct. expellees, but 
also these who left Egypt during the summer in 
response to our warnings, leaving most of their 
possessions behind), I propore a eimilar system of 
advances against undertakines to reimburse either 

out of eny property eventually recovered from the 

5 ntian ceverament or out of the proceeds of ¢ 

claim relating to such property. I would reaui 


agres thet any sdvence mace should be on the basis of 
proved need, Within a fixed upper ey | end that 
o 


zaveances should generally be in proportion to the 
yalue of the property sequestrated. The machinery 
for making these advances could be built inte the 
proposed Anglo~ gyptien “Nesettlement Board when it is 
established, 
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Assistance to UK subjects evacuated to UK from Egypt: proposal to 
create a body to deal with resettlement of refugees, which may be 
called Anglo-Egyptian Resettlement Board (AERB); memorandum by 
home secretary. 28 Jan. 1957. MS Refugee Records from the 
General Correspondence Files of the Political Departments of the 
Foreign Office, Record Group 371, 1947-1970 FO 
371/125586/1482/39G. The National Archives (Kew, United 
Kingdom). Refugees, Relief, and Resettlement, link.gale.com/apps/ 
doc/IGQUWM926704907/RRRW ?u=omni&sid=bookmark- 
RRRW&pg=1. Accessed 12 Apr. 2024. 


